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It’s Home Safety Inventory Time! 


WHEN YOU PREPARE A PROGRAM 
SUMMARY FOR THE HOME SAFETY IN. 
VENTORY, YOU... 


Exchange information. Tell others what you 
are doing and find out what others are 
doing. 


& Report to yourself. The.Home Safety Pro- 


gram Summary form can be one of your 
tools for evaluating the performance of 
your own organization. 


Do a better job. It is encouraging to know 
what others are doing. It helps all to work 
together. Your contribution promotes a 
more effective community, state, and na- 
tional program—and that helps to save 
lives! 


SINGLE COPIES-FREE 
TO ALL WHO CONTRIBUTE 
PROGRAM SUMMARIES 


WHAT USE WILL BE MADE OF YOUR 


HOME SAFETY PROGRAM SUMMARY? 


a 


The summary of your organization’s 
home safety activities will be included in 
a booklet, National Home Safety Inven- 
tory—1955. This digest of current home 
safety activities will be a vital source of 
program information to all those working 
in the field of home safety. 


2. Many programs will be described in ar- 


ticles appearing in national publications, 
such as the Home Safety Review. 


3. A special committee of the Home Safety 


Conference will review your program 
summary for possible consideration for 
a merit award. 





MASSACHUSETTS* 


GETS STARTED 


By John A. Bellizia 


HE MASSACHUSETTS HOME Accident Pre- 

vention Project was started on August 1, 
1953, with funds provided by the W. K. 
Kellogg Foundation. A sanitary engineer, a 
public health nurse, a health educator, and 
a clerk-stenographer were hired for the 
project. 

To orient our staff we gave them pam- 
phlets from ten different sources, used a set 
of slides on home accident statistics with 
talks, and made the materials received from 
our NSC membership available to them. We 
also, in November, 1953, took our entire staff 
to a conference on home accident prevention 
in Chicago, Illinois, sponsored by the Na- 
tional Safety Council and the Public Health 
Service. This conference was attended by 
the professional staffs of all of the state 
home accident prevention projects and of 
the three community programs sponsored by 
the Foundation. 





Mr. Bellizia was until recently Chief of the Home 
Accident Prevention Project, Massachusetts Depart- 
ment of Public Health 


Since 1948 the Massachusetts Department 
of Public Health has had an advisory com- 
mittee on home accident prevention work- 
ing with it, and this committee has con- 


tinued to serve the project. An intra-de- 
partmental committee was also formed which 
serves on the advisory committee ex officio. 
These committees discuss the activities of 
the project to date at their meetings and 
consider and criticize the proposed activities. 

To stimulate interest throughout the state 
a representative of the project accompanied 
the director of the division of local health 
administration in his semi-annual visit to a 
staff meeting of each of the district health 
offices and described the aims of the project. 
This was also done at a staff meeting of the 
bureau of environmental sanitation. Follow- 
ing these meetings, a representative of the 
project met with the district health officers 
at their staff meetings to explain in greater 
detail the statistical portion of the project 
and to urge local cooperation. 

Three local boards of health were ap- 
proached and asked to consider establishing 
home safety programs. It became apparent, 
however, that in order to obtain cooperation 
at the local level, it would be necessary, 
first, to convince the local boards that there 
was need for home accident prevention work 
and, second, to provide them with tangible 
resources to work with and suggested activi- 
ties to carry on. 


Therefore, we prepared an annotated bibli- 
ography, a list of visual aids, and a check- 
list on home safety for use in the schools. 
We also prepared a home accident preven- 
tion kit containing, in addition to the above- 
listed pamphlets, a booklet on home accident 












































Manner of Injury by Age and Sex, Massachusetts, 1954 
RSG our | Teme | O64 | 8-24 15-24 | 25-44 | 45-64 | 65 & Up| Unkn. 
Manner of Injury — $< —| $<) | —__— —— —— 
ian Sie a M F M F M F M F M F M F M_ F 
TOTAL | 3076 2855 | 996 676| 823 489] 221 235] 541 616] 309 505/| 158 310| 28 24 
| 
Electric burn | 18 18 8 5 1 6 1 4 4 2 4 1 0 0 0 #0 
Fire, explosion 59 36 3 6 10 2 9 2 17 14 0 8 7 3 1 1 
Hot obj., liquid | 125 144 59 49 21 16 12 7 21 34 $ 21 6 5 1 2 
Cutting, piercing 1037 «96720 | 265 148 | 306 159 88 86) 240 205/| 105 86 26 «632 a. = 
Crushing | 128 136 40 «(34 360-26 7 14 25 22 16 30 3 4 1 6 
Fall, same level 579 739) 210 146/| 163 108 26 «31 61 120 7 165 52 163 | 10 6 
Fall, diff. level 621 657 | 213 163| 156 98/| 31 46 92 120 73 «147 51 81 $ 2 
Impact 250 174| 67 29 81 40 27 16 49 «(54 1 25 7 10} 1 0 
Poison, inhaled 6 8) 3 2; #1 1; 1 2); 1 2 0 1 0 0; 0 0 
Poison and objects 105 81 89 Sl| 7 IR} 1 6 | 3 10] 5 1 0 1} o 1 
swallowed | | . | 
Other | 148 142] 39 #43! 41 22] 18 11] 28 33] 16 20! 6 WW! 2 2 
*Excludes 44 cases for which sex was not stated. 
Data supplied by selected physicians and hospitals in M bh 




















HOME SAFETY REVIEW 








Exhibit constructed by the 
project and displayed 
throughout the state. 


prevention and suggested program activities 
for local official agencies and for local vol- 
untary and non-official agencies. 


Four fliers dealing with home accident 
prevention have been prepared to mail out 
at intervals to each of the boards of health 
in the state. These are to be followed by a 
personal visit of the home accident preven- 
tion project staff, at which time the kit will 
be delivered and an attempt made to have 
the local board expand its activities to in- 
clude home accident prevention. 


We have also discussed home accident pre- 
vention program content and planning with 
the Cambridge City Health Department and 
the Metropolitan Home Accident Prevention 
Committee. 


So that we could determine what types of 
accidents occur in the state and evaluate the 
success of the project, we arranged to have 
statistics on home accidental injuries col- 
lected. Reports on these injuries have been 
submitted by selected hospitals and physi- 
cians throughout the state. In 1954, 5,975 
accidental home injuries were reported to 
the project. 


To aid interested agencies, we have pur- 
chased seven films, and several hundred 
pamphlets have been collected as a home 
accident prevention library. Technical pa- 
pers are also included in the library. A 
home safety exhibit was constructed and has 
been on display at eight different locations 
throughout the state. 

The Greater New Bedford Children’s Ac- 
cident Prevention Program was established 
during the fiscal year. It is financed by funds 
provided by the Charles P. Hood Founda- 
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tion and will function for a period of three 
years. A representative of the Massachusetts 
project is a member of the New Bedford 
Program Advisory Committee and the proj- 
ect team works closely with the nurse em- 
ployed on the New Bedford project. 


Representatives of the project contacted 
numerous organizations (official agencies, 
safety councils, voluntary agencies, insurance 
companies, service clubs, etc.) which either 
are or should be interested in home accident 
prevention, to determine how each of them 
can inaugurate or expand their home acci- 
dent prevention activities. 


The staff participated in the presentation 
of three nurses’ in-service institutes. Each of 
these institutes consisted of eight two-hour 
conferences. Lectures on home accident pre- 
vention, utilizing training aids available in 
the Department, were presented to a group 
of nurses employed by the city of Boston 
and to the sanitarians in training at the 
New England Field Training Center at Am- 
herst. 


On the recommendation of the advisory 
committee to the department, the project 
employed a professional public relations con- 
sultant to review the progress made in the 
first six months of operation. In accordance 
with his suggestion, a “clean-up, paint-up 
safety days” campaign was conducted in 
May, 1954. 


Nearly all of the work conducted by the 
project to date has been of a preliminary 
nature. However, it is hoped that the staff 
will be able to concentrate their efforts, now, 
on the establishment of home accident pro- 
grams in local communities. 














“Our corporation has established a new all-time safety record for all of its 
operations during the year 1954. | personally feel that our off-the-job 
safety program, including home safety committees, has been responsible 
for this new safety record just established." 


A. F. Tyra, Safety Division 
Union Carbide and Carbon Corp. 








OFF-THE-JOB SAFETY COMMITTEE 


HE OFF-THE-JOB safety committee of the 

NSC Industrial Conference at a recent 
meeting planned a vigorous program to in- 
crease industrial interest and activities in 
off-the-job safety programs for employees. 

The committee is composed of representa- 
tives from all sections of the Industrial 
Conference. It will cooperate with other di- 
visions of NSC, such as traffic and trans- 
portation and home, that are also interested 
in off-the-job safety. 

The Home Safety Conference is well rep- 
resented. Donald E. Mumford, chairman of 
the committee, is also chairman of the Home 
Safety Conference, and Thomas J. Berk of 
the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, a 
member of the committee, is also liaison 
representative to the Home Safety Confer- 
ence from the Industrial Conference. Gor- 
don T. O’Neill, senior engineer of the home 
safety division, is staff secretary of the com- 
mittee. 

Objectives and goals were discussed at the 
meeting, and the committee agreed its ac- 
tivities should be planned to: 

Urge formation of off-the-job committees 
in each section of the Industrial Confer- 
ence and inclusion of off-the-job safety in 
all established programs. Encourage pur- 
chase and use of off-the-job safety material 
to implement programs. 

Seek persistently for information from 
all sources concerning off-the-job safety ac- 
tivities carried on by firms or individuals, 
and urge organizations conducting off-the- 
job safety programs to submit summaries 
for the National Home Safety Inventory 


and Merit Award Program of the NSC 

Home Safety Conference. 

Use all possible means to publicize off- 
the-job safety. Urge that off-the-job safety 
items be carried in newsletters, house or- 
gans, ete., and that off-the-job safety ma- 
terial be included in NSC’s Congress pro- 
grams. 

Effective off-the-job programs have had 
gratifying results in companies that have 
tried them. One company reported recently 
that, since the inauguration of its off-the-job 
program, there had been a 40 per cent im- 
provement in on-the-job injury performance 
and a 20 per cent reduction in off-the-job 
accidents. Employee response to the program 
was reported to be enthusiastic. 

Of the total 44,000 workers killed in acci- 
dents in 1954, off-the-job fatalities outnum- 
bered those on-the-job more than two to one. 
Injuries resulting in loss of time in 1954 
totalled 4,250,000, of which only 2,400,000 
occurred in off-the-job accidents. 

In 1954 the Home Safety Conference pre- 
sented 14 merit awards to industries for 
their off-the-job safety programs. Many of 
these programs, although directed at the 
employee and his family, also include par- 
ticipation in and support of community 
projects. Industrial off-the-job safety prob- 
lems are part of the common accident 
problems of the community. 

The prospect of increased industrial par- 
ticipation in community-wide safety pro- 
grams is good reason for optimism. We can 
look forward to even more effective pro- 
grams resulting from such cooperative action. 








On the next two pages you will find a leaflet entitled Your Home 
Away From Home. 
has been left for your own imprint. 


You may reproduce it if you wish. Space —> 





HOME SAFETY REVIEW 
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Maybe you like to let down some Keep firearms and ammunition 


on your housekeeping . . . locked away—when you're not Your Home Away 


But sand is slippery— using them. 


So's grease and water— From Home 
Prevent falls by sweeping up sand, 
wiping up spilled grease, fruit peels, 
and water. 






Le 
ce 











And drive safely, too, while you're 
away. 





HAVE A HAPPY VACATION! 





p = NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL, CHICAGO, ILL. 
Repair broken steps and railings. Printed in U.S.A. 


‘wims Aay3 aj1ym seu seBunod ay} uo 
ake jnyyozem e deay nod asinod 4O 








84} 40} O41301 NOA a1OJaq }NO ale “*D}0 
‘soy ‘seyozeu ‘sezzqueBio je ans 
eg ‘Apuey shes yse yo Aquajd aaeyy 























*sjeiezew ajqewweiy 


“wauy 4O seajo saysbunoA snoA 
JOa4S 4 a m ‘souenb 'suoly ee woit Aeme parejd aq pjnoys siazea}y 
-RABDX9 pauopuege ay!) ‘004 'saded 
snopsezey 4ayjo 40} punose 007 
"ul jJ®} 3,UeD Aoy, Os 31 JaA0D 40}30g 


*8/Gex10M EA]jNfesw> suoiy 
"Pa14 s! }! ouns aq 0} AjjejnBSeu }! -onsj}sul S JounpOeynuew MO||O} noA og 
y2ey> ‘Apuey seysinSuiyxe ue deay 
—J34,D39y a44 
E4aspyiy> ayy 40 abuns Bussojdxa *djay wouy payojos: a4,noA 41 Ajbur $461) 0% paq yo yno Ausnos noA 
UINZIM UJ94¥SID JO [J2M D Juayy S| -uagybiay Aygoud yno sbuis j3uI4 uaym Sbuiusow Aysouy asoyy uO 





— ame neeaie seen 
ee 


SUMMERTIME SAFETY — VACATIONS 


@p JULY AND aAuGcuUsT millions of 


people will be taking to the highways, 
the beaches, rivers and mountains. For many 
individuals vacation will be turned to tragedy 
—an automobile goes out of control, a child 
ventures too far out into the lake, a kero- 
sene stove explodes in a summer cabin. 

Or right in your own community, with the 
kids out of school and the family enjoying 
summertime pursuits, father is mowing the 
lawn and forgets how hot the sun is, junior 
becomes careless on his bicycle, a neighbor- 
hood search ends when a missing child is 
found in an abandoned refrigerator. 

These are just a few of the hazards your 
July-August program should caution the 
community about. 


Start With the Facts 


e A good start for your program would be 


recapitulation of last year’s record. Your 
local public health office, fire and police de- 
partments, and newspapers are the best 
sources of local statistics on summertime 
accidents. Look in last year’s newspapers for 
case histories of accidents, and perhaps the 
persons involved will cooperate in a “one 
year later” follow-up story on their accident. 
Send the stories to newspapers, and be sure 
to include photographs to increase dramatic 
appeal. 


Two Leading Killers 


Traffic accident statistics show a sharp in- 
crease in July and August over the first six 
months of the year (in 1952, 11 and 35 per 
cent respectively), so a large part of your 
program could be devoted to traffic safety. 
NSC’s Operation Safety has several traffic 
safety kits available: Speed Control, Vaca- 
tion Driving, Signs of Life, Child Pedestrian 
and Bicycle Safety. Also available is a mime- 
ographed program guide, Bicycle Safety. 

Drownings are the second greatest sum- 
mertime hazard. In the age groups 5 to 34 
drowning ranks next to motor vehicle as 
cause of accidental deaths, in spite of the 
many organizations that carry on excellent 
programs. Your program could be twofold: 
first, safe practices in water sports; and 
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Program for July 
and August 


second, education of parents to the dangers 
of water sports and to their protective re- 
sponsibilities toward children. 

Through club groups, meetings, PTA’s, 
and men’s organizations, encourage parents 
to have their children participate in estab- 
lished swimming programs. Have a Red 
Cross representative or camp instructor talk 
to parent groups about water safety, stressing 
the importance of protecting younger chil- 
dren and swimming only in supervised areas. 


Other Summer Hazards 


Other vacation hazards you might caution 
the community about are picnicking, hik- 
ing, sun stroke, heat exhaustion, sun burn, 
snake bites, poisonous plants, housekeeping 
hazards in summer homes, camping, and so 
on. The National Safety Council has data . 
sheets and posters on most of these subjects. 

Posters can be displayed in store windows, 
on bulletin boards anywhere, and at club 
meetings. Pharmacies might have a special 
display of vacation first aid kits, and first 
aid booklets can be distributed. 


Enlist the help of local industries in your 
program. They have a vital interest in hav- 
ing their employees return safely from vaca- 
tions. Suggest that they distribute NSC’S So 
Yowre Going on a Vacation and that they 
display posters on bulletin boards. 

Look around your community for hazard- 
ous play areas and publicize them through 
the newspapers. You might get the partici- 
pation of men’s organizations and youth 
groups to clean them up. Planned and di- 
rected recreational activities of a construc- 
tive nature will keep inventive young minds 
from dreaming up hazardous occupations. 

Perhaps your radio station will give sev- 
eral spot announcements each day on sum- 
mertime safety, with an occasional short talk 
by a doctor on heat exhaustion or sun 
stroke, a youth leader on sports safety, or 
traffic policeman on automobile and bicycle 


safety. 





HOME FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS 


Edwards Company, Inc., Norwalk, Conn. 


Shown above and below are two home 
fire alarms. By means of detectors installed 
in strategic spots in the home and con- 
nected to an alarm either in the bedroom 
or hall. these alarms give early warning of 
fire in the house, according to the manufac- 
turers. For the unique features of each, con- 
tact the manufacturers. 


Minneapolis-Honeywell Regulator Company 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 


Growing Up Safely, an aid in planning 
activities in traffic safety education, is avail- 
able to leaders of Blue Birds, Camp Fire, 
and Horizon Club groups from Camp Fire 
Girls, Inc., 16 East 48th Street, New York '@ 
N. Y. This 11 page booklet is based on ma- 
terial planned and prepared by Dr. Irmagene 
N. Holloway, and its publication and dis- 
tribution to group leaders in Camp Fire was 
made possible by the Automotive Safety 
Foundation. 

1955 Safety Courses for Teachers, an index 
to safety education courses offered by col- 
leges throughout the country, is available 
again this year from NSC’s School and Col- 
lege Division. 

For ready reference, colleges and universi- 
ties are arranged geographically with the 
names of instructors, department in which 
the course is given, terms under which it is 
offered, the credit received, and the degree 
to which this credit can be applied. Among 
sponsors (other than the colleges them- 
selves) of the various seminars and courses 
being conducted are the American Auto- 


mobile Association and the New York in@® 


versity Center for Safety Education. 


Single copies available free. 


Meeting in North Carolina 


The Home, Farm and Community Safety 
Section of the North Carolina Industrial 
Safety Conference meeting will be held at 
the Robert E. Lee Hotel at 10:00 A.M., May 
20. Public health workers, farm and home 
agents, community safety leaders, all are in- 
vited. The meeting is sponsored by the Ac- 
cident Prevention Section of the North Caro- 


lina State Board of Health. 





Is anyone conducting a local home safety program in which 


Information, please 


whole families are actually participating? Harry Wain would 
like to hear about it. His address: Harry Wain, M.D., Mans- 


field Health Department, Mansfield, Ohio. 
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